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METAMORPHOSIS



 Hugh Laurie, recognized early in his career as a 
brilliant satirical writer and comedian, has a performance 
trail that has been characterized by creative risk 
taking, charismatic charm, complex intelligence, and 
vulnerability. 

 In 2011 he began the next steps in his creative work 
with the outstanding musicians of  the Copper Bottom 
Band. Listening to his Cheltenham Jazz concert, one 
hears the first tentative connection with an audience 
come to hear great jazz. A fan from France writes of  
his early European touring. “The first year in Trianon, 
still wrapped in House and looking like him, he was 
giddy to be there almost unexpectedly. He was happy 
but shy and wanting to win us, which he didn’t need to. 
He joked a lot, taunted us a lot, and talked a lot.”

 This man with awards and a strong track record 
for House dared to change his m.o. and push ahead 
into a 2012 second tour with his passionate love of  
New Orleans jazz. Starting on the U.S. West coast, then 
on to South America, and Western and Eastern Europe 
and concluding in the United States.  

 A fan observed of  this tour that it was a “profession 
less” concert more of  a musical performance  with 
lessons in blues. The Copper Bottom Band was brilliant, 
Hugh talked a lot, explaining every song, but seemed 
to never vary from his speeches. Every gesture, word, 
piece of  scenery was scripted to the second.”

InTROducTIOn



        Hugh and the Band dropped a new CD, “Didn’t 
It Rain,” pushing past the well-received first tours, and 
his vision for this entertainment changed. The tone was 
more comical and unexpected, reminiscent of  his earlier 
comedic work; the music was somewhat more varied, more 
female centered and romantic.  Hugh continued to sing, 
play guitar and was always performing at the piano.  He 
gradually increased his dancing into an eccentric version 
reminiscent of  English Vaudeville, and in so doing, 
created a healing entertainment that transcended cultural 
and language divides. 

 Our French fan’s continued reflection on the 2013 
tour observes: “This year, he seems to have relaxed, he 
allows himself  to deviate from his scripting and looks and 
acts like the boss.” 

 Hugh seems to have left self-doubt behind to a 
noticeable extent, and taken a giant leap into the role of  
a strong and confident leader of  his varied and superb 
entertainment. He cares that we have a great evening.   He 
is a role model to what each person can do if  we stop 
caring what anyone says and pursue our own gifts with 
passion and discipline.  However we make our creative 
mark, Hugh makes us better for the risk he has taken.

 This fan photo book is a place of  remembering along 
the incredible musical arc of  Hugh Laurie and the Copper 
Bottom Band.  It is a tribute to the vitality, knowledge 
of  music and performance, openness to the new and 
reverence for the old.

- @moodylonerphile, @vicpei1 & @HughLaurious

https://twitter.com/moodylonerphile
https://twitter.com/vicpei1
https://twitter.com/HughLaurious










 With music, you can hit bum notes and you can do all kinds of  things wrong, but the 
sensual pleasure of  playing a chord or some sort of  groove, and the drummer joins in, a 
bass player joins in and just for that moment, that is the most exquisite pleasure there is. It 
just cannot get better than that. It takes over my whole body in a way that acting just can't. 

“

”- HUGH  LAURIE



”

Didn’t It Rain: A Night at the Blues Club 
As much as Let Them Talk, two years ago, was a musical pleasant surprise, it was a collection of  songs Hugh loved. This 

time, there is a true atmosphere, one you could almost write a story around, and here is mine. 
Asked what his dream job would have been, Hugh said it would have been to play the piano in a jazz club, unnoticed, 

while people enjoyed the atmosphere. (So much for the unnoticed part. Still). It seems to me it’s what he is doing 
here:sitting at the piano, watching people live, sometimes taking the lead, sometimes retreating. Here’s what the track list 

makes me imagine.
As the album begins, it’s still daytime and there are people in the club (St Louis Blues). There is a dancing vibe with tango 
accents (beginning of  St Louis Blues, Kiss of  Fire). The piano man is flawed and lonely, and how not to think about House 
in Junker’s Blues? (“People think I’m loaded all the time, but I am happy all the time”). He’s not miserable, tho. There is a 
woman (Kiss of  Fire), several women (Wild Honey), other addictions (Weed Smoker’s Dream), people to listen to Taj Mahal 

in (Vicksburg Blues), people worse than him (Send Мe Тo Тhe ‘Lectric chair). As time goes by (Evenin), nostalgy and 
sadness grow (Careless Love) until it’s the end of  the night and the club has to close (One for My Baby), and he’s not 
the only one in pain (I Hate a Man like You). But even with sadness and nostalgy, there is no despair (Changes), that is a 
reason to come back to the club the day after. And that may account for the romantic side HL said he wanted to add.

 The production is flawless- luxurious I’d say, and is a definite transition on his and our journey together.

– @vicpei1

https://twitter.com/vicpei1










 
 I heard it on the radio first - that was the first electric shock, the thunderbolt that descended from the heavens. 

The first record was Muddy Waters' record Live At Mr. Kelly's. Muddy Waters was my first sort of  touchstone.

“



Back in the days when I wanted to be a guitarist, who didn’t? I wanted to be a “sitting down” guitarist. 
Muddy sat on a stool; B.B. King sits on a stool. I kind of  like that sitting down thing. I suppose that’s 

probably what eventually led me to the piano.”



I FEEL LIKE A SAUDI ARABIAN PLAyBOy WHO’S BEEN GIVEN THE KEyS TO A FERRARI.

“
”









It’s a terrible thing I think in life to wait until you’re ready. 
I have this feeling now that actually no one is ever ready to do anything. 

There is almost no such thing as ready. There is only now, and you may as well do it now. 
Generally speaking, now is as good a time as any.

“

”











      “Didn’t It Rain” is like a family gathering, with everyone from the brood getting their chance to shine.     
-  @Mindy_Peterman

“
”

https://twitter.com/Mindy_Peterman










The truth is, there is a lot of  English folk music in American music. From the very first moment I heard it,
I knew that The Blues would be home for me.

“

”





I’d dabbled in comic songs, in pastiches of  things. Very often, the pastiches appeared on the surface to be 
a way of  making fun of  something. In actual fact, I was only really using it as an excuse to do something 

that I loved.

“

”











Hugh has a much more broad, comprehensive knowledge of  historic blues recordings than I do, and 
I’ve been listening to this music like a religious zealot since I was 14 or 15.

“

”- JOE HENRy
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THE following fans and photographers have contributed to this book. Without them, there would be no 

fanbook, no glorious Hugh Laurie & CBB fandom and life would be less than it is. 

We Dedicate This Book to Hugh Laurie & The CBB and all their fans who have found great joy in their music 
and in the family we have become.

@AleTheHOUSEwife 

@Amanda_k82 

@bitxocar 

@cloudy_line

David Dunn

@dianabroeders

@EmM1013 

@grain_2_sable 

 @HughLaurious 

 @iLoveHughL

 @KSorin1 

@lighttii 

@loumeill

Marco Dalprato

@M_BrokenLeg 

Mickael Marino

@Mindy_Peterman 

@moodylonerphile 

@MsHousefan

Rainydistraction

Sribny Thierry

@val_lef

@VibrantIris 

@vicpei1  

@WillmoreG

 @yjk_de

‘Didn’t it Rain’ 2013

https://twitter.com/AleTheHOUSEwife
https://twitter.com/Amanda_k82
https://twitter.com/bitxocar
https://twitter.com/cloudy_line
http://www.flickr.com/photos/94877011%40N03/
https://twitter.com/dianabroeders
https://twitter.com/Ema07
https://twitter.com/EmM1013
https://twitter.com/grain_2_sable
https://twitter.com/HughLaurious
https://twitter.com/iLoveHughL
https://twitter.com/KSorin1
https://twitter.com/lighttii
https://twitter.com/loumeill
http://secure.flickr.com/photos/marcodalprato/
https://twitter.com/M_BrokenLeg
https://twitter.com/Mindy_Peterman
https://twitter.com/moodylonerphile
https://twitter.com/MsHousefan
https://twitter.com/ncismelanie_
http://secure.flickr.com/photos/97989162%40N05/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ville-arles/
https://twitter.com/val_lef
https://twitter.com/VibrantIris
https://twitter.com/vicpei1
https://twitter.com/WillmoreG
https://twitter.com/yjk_de







